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Sens et non-sens des images
au regard de la parole
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2. Spécifi cités de la parole et de l’image
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3. Image, texte, parole
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&*%#$07! N'!;+)*%!8),%!'$0'$(+'!�!y!R$;)+'! J#,0D*&7!1),+!(*+'!;'&#7!
#8)*+!'$!/3/)*+'!&-'/1+'*$0'7! &'! 2P#"+7!('!&#!8)*I!'$!2,'%0*)$!
?&#!8)*I!$-'%0!1#%!)>N'0!('!1,+'!*/#.*$#0*)$FB!:&!+'%0'!2,-,$!0'I0'!
%'!1+P0'!9!0),0!/)/'$0!9!%#!1+);&#/#0*)$7!;)//'!,$!0'I0'!('!&)*!
&)+%!(-,$'!%'%%*)$!(,!1#+&'/'$07!,$!;)//,$*2,3!('!1+'%%'!9!&#!

oB! V*;)&#%! ('! \,'%7! 7*(
305%*0$("$(%0(:,+,"6(/*(@,*$7!
O#+*%7!ECorB

CB!hBD^B!O^:GOUm7!S0,*+20+(
@"',6,=( A6*( ,'0)*( /*(
%?M)%,+*( *6( >11,/*62( _L*EXs*(
+,Q1%*t7! O#+*%7! 455p7! 1B!Eq5B!
G#! x!Q#*'%0#%! ")/*$*!y! !!D
.,+'! &'%! 2,#0+'! i*8#$0%! ('!
&-h1);#&Y1%'! +#%%'/>&3%!
#,0),+!(,!\=+*%0B!\-'%0!&-,$'!
('%! 1+'/*H+'%! *;)$).+#1=*'%!
()./#0*2,'%! 3&#>)+3'%! '$!
^;;*('$0! #1+H%! &#! 1#*I! ('!
&-m.&*%'!'$!AEAB!\'00'! +'1+3D
%'$0#0*)$7! ('%0*$3'! 9! ('8'$*+!
;'$0+#&'! #,!Q)Y'$!ç.'7! 0+#D
(,*0! ,$'! 8*%*)$! ('! &-m.&*%'!
0'++'%0+'!9!0+#8'+%!%)$!/)(H&'!
;3&'%0'B
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+#(*)7! &#!<*>&'!(,+#$0! &#! &*0,+.*'7!,$!1)H/'!),!,$!38#$.*&'!%,+!
%;H$'7!,$!>*&&'0!(),I!(#$%!,$'!#&;X8'B

G-*/#.'!$-#!1#%!;'! &*'$!;)$%0*0,0*J!9! &#!1#+)&'!1#+&3'B!^$!
1',0! 1+);&#/'+! ,$! 0'I0'7! 1#%! ,$! 0#>&'#,! ),! ,$'! %;,&10,+'B!^$!

1+)$)$;'! ,$'! ;)$J3+'$;'7! )$! 1',0! ()$$'+!
%)$!'0!8*'!9!,$'!1#+0*0*)$!'$!&#!N),#$07!)$!$'!
1',0!1#%!1+)$)$;'+!,$'!*/#.'!$*!&#!N),'+!d!
;#+! &-*/#.'!$-'%0!#%%*/*&#>&'!$*!9!,$!0'I0'!

3;+*07!$*!9!,$'!1#+0*0*)$!/,%*;#&'!$*!/P/'!9!,$!%;3$#+*)B

4. La malléabilité sémantique de l’image

G-*/#.'!'%0!J#;*&'!9!0+,2,'+7!*&!%,J!!0!1),+!;'&#!(-,$!+*'$7!'$!
1&,%!?&'%!>#+>),*&&',+%!('!1,>!%)$0!*;*!('%!'I1'+0%!('!&#!1+)0=H%'!
#%%#%%*$'F!),!'$!/)*$%! ?1#+!'I'/1&'!2,#$(!(*%1#+#Z0! &-#00+*>,0!
2,'!('8#*0!#+>)+'+!,$!(*.$*0#*+'!'0!2,'!%',&! &'!.'%0'!('/',+'FB!
T$!.+)%!$'M!%,+!,$!8*%#.'7!,$'!1&,/'!#(8'$0*;'!1&#$03'!(#$%!&'!
;=#1'#,7!,$'!"!',+!#,!J,%*&7!,$!8'++'!('!8*$!(#$%!,$'!/#*$!2,*!
>3$*07!'0!&'!0),+!'%0!N),3!d!('!.+#8'7!&-*/#.'!>#%;,&'!(#$%!&'!.+)D
0'%2,'B!G'%! 0#>&'#,I! 9!!!.,+'%! $'! 1+3%'$0'$0! #,;,$'! +3%*%0#$;'!
2,#$(!)$!'$0+'1+'$(!('!&'%!J#*+'!1#+&'+!9!%#!.,*%'7!'$!#N),0#$0!1#+!
'I'/1&'!('%!/)0%!(#$%!&#!1'*$0,+'7!%*!1)%%*>&'!*/1'+0*$'$0%B!G'!
+3%,&0#0!'%0!%),8'$0!8),&,!(+X&'7!'0!1#+J)*%!Y!1#+8*'$0!8+#*/'$0B

^$!1',0!J#*+'!(*+'!('!&#!%)+0'!9!1',!1+H%!0),0!9!,$'!*/#.'B!
G'!x!$',8*H/'!#+0!y! '$!()$$'! &-*(3'7! ;-'%0!,$'!83+*0#>&'! 3;)&'!
(,!/#$*'/'$0!('%!>,&&'%!1#+&#$0'%B!G-#+0!#>%0+#*0!'%0!/)*$%!'ID
1)%37! *&!'%0!8+#*7!9!;'%!(30),+$'/'$0%!('!%'$%!v!U)0=~)7!z&'*$7!
c),&#.'!%)$0!9!&-#>+*B!O),+!0),0'%!&'%!#,0+'%7!;'!2,*!1#%%'!1),+!
P0+'!&',+!x!%'$%!y!1#+#Z0!>*'$!J+#.*&'B!_),0!%'!1#%%'!;)//'!%-*&!$'!
0'$#*0!2,-9!,$!!!&!'0!%'!(3J#*%#*0!9!;),1!%Ä+!2,#$(!(*%1#+#*%%'$0!
&'%!;)$(*0*)$%!('!%#!+3;'10*)$!*$J)+/3'!'0Ö),!+'%1';0,',%'B

G-)$!)>N';0'+#!2,'!>*'$!('%!3;+*0%!#,%%*!%)$0!*$%*.$*!!#$0%7!
&'%!/)0%! 1&#0%! '0! &'%! J)+/,&'%! ;+',%'%7! 2,'! 0'&&'! 1#+)&'! '%0! ,$!
+)>*$'0! (-'#,! 0*H('7! '0! 2,-,$! 0'I0'! #,%%*! %'! 1',0! 0+,2,'+7! 1#+!
'I'/1&'!,$!;),+0! 0'I0'! 'I0+#*0! ('! %)$!;)$0'I0'7!),!,$'!1=+#%'!
0+)$2,3'B! G#! J#&%*!!;#0*)$! $-#! 1#%! ('! &*/*0'B! :&! $-'/1P;='! 2,'!
;'&&'!(-,$'!*/#.'!'%0!>'#,;),1!1&,%!J#;*&'B!"'%!1&#.*#0%!0'I0,'&%!
)$0!'I*%037!/#*%!*&!$-'$!'%0!1#%!1&,%!'$!$)0+'!%*H;&'!2,'!(#$%!&'%!

Aucune image, à strictement par-
ler, n’a d’équivalent textuel.
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%*H;&'!1+3;3('$0%7!0#$(*%!2,'!$),%!'$0+)$%!(#$%!&-H+'!('%!*/#.'%!
2,*!/'$0'$0E57!'$N)&*83'%!;)//'!&'%!N#/>'%!'J!!&3'%!('%!!!&&'%!('!
1,>B!^$!$'!%-#8*%'!1#%!#%%'M!('!;'!2,'!&'%!;#+*;#0,+'%!(#$)*%'%!
('!Q#=)/'07!'$!1#+0*;,&*'+!;'&&'!(,!O+)1=H0'!#8';!&#!>)/>'!(#$%!
&'!0,+>#$7!%)$0!%,%;'10*>&'%!(-*$0'+1+30#0*)$%!(*8'+%'%!8)*+'!;#+D
+3/'$0!(*8'+.'$0'%B!\'!$-'%0!1#%!&-*/#.'!'&&'D/P/'!2,*!1),++#!
(31#+0#.'+!&'%!;)$;,++'$0'%[!\-'%0!1#+;'!2,'!&-*/#.'!'%0!1),+!
#*$%*! (*+'! ,$'! %0+,;0,+'!/)&&'! 2,-'&&'! '%0! #,%%*! J#;*&'! 9! *$%0+,D
/'$0#&*%'+7!1)&*0*2,'/'$0!1#+&#$0EEB

5. Un primat de la parole ?

"#$%! &#! 0+#$%/*%%*)$! (,! %'$%7! &-*/#.'! '0! &#! 1#+)&'! $-)$0!
$*! &#!/P/'!J)$;0*)$!$*! &#!/P/'! */1)+0#$;'B!G#!1#+)&'!1+*/'B!
G-*/#.'!1',0!8'$*+!'$!+'$J)+07!/#*%!'&&'!'%0!1+3;3(3'B!G'%!'I13D
+*'$;'%!(-*/#.'!%#$%!1#+)&'7!),!1+*83'!('!&#!1#+)&'!2,*!8#!#8';7!
/3+*0'$0!(-P0+'! *;*!/3(*03'%B!c*! &-)$!>#*%%'! &'! %)$!(-,$'!3/*%D
%*)$!('!03&38*%*)$!),!(-,$'!1+)N';0*)$!('!!!&/!N,%2,-9!&'!+'$(+'!
*$#,(*>&'7! &-*/#.'!('8*'$0! *$%*.$*!!#$0'7!%#,J!1',0DP0+'!1),+!,$!
%),+(!=#>*0,3!9!&*+'!%,+!&'%!&H8+'%!),!1),+!&'!;*$31=*&'!;)$$#*%D
%#$0!&'!!!&/!1#+!;f,+B!QP/'!&'!;*$3/#!/,'0!#8#*0!>'%)*$!('!0'ID
0'%!*$0'+;#&#*+'%B

G-*/#.'! 1',0! +';'8)*+! >*'$! ('%! %'$%! '0! %,%;*0'+! 2,#$0*03!
(-*$0'+1+30#0*)$%7!/#*%!'&&'!$'!%'!%,J!!0!1#%!9!'&&'D/P/'!;)//'!
&#!1#+)&'!&'!1',07!(,!1)*$0!('!8,'!(,!1#%%#.'!(,!%'$%B!G'!;)$0'$,!
(-,$'!;)$8'+%#0*)$!.#.$'!1',!9!P0+'!!!&/3!'0!$'!1'+(!2,#%*/'$0!
+*'$!(#$%!%#!+'0+#$%/*%%*)$!+#(*)1=)$*2,'B!G#!8,'!(,!%1'#~'+!(,!
N),+$#&!('!45!=!9!&#!03&3!$-#N),0'!1#%!.+#$(!;=)%'!9!&-*$J)+/#0*)$!
(,!N),+B!G'!%1';0#;&'!('%!>)/>'%!2,*!'I1&)%'$0!'0!('%!;)+1%!'$D
%#$.&#$03%!$)$!1&,%B!\'+0#*$'%!;=#Z$'%!&-)$0!;)/1+*%B

c)*0! '$;)+'! &'!8*%#.'!(-,$! P0+'! #*/3!2,*!8*'$0! ('!/),+*+!
?(-,$'!/)+0!2,*!$'!&-#!1#%!(3!!.,+3FB!:&!'%0!1#+J)*%!%*!%'/>&#>&'!9!
;'&,*!2,'!&-)$!#!;)$$,!2,'!&#!/)+0!1#+#Z0!*++3'&&'!d!x!*&!$-'%0!1#%!
/)+07!*&!()+0!�!y!?;JB!Q;!p7!ACFB!G'!;)+1%!$-#D0D*&!1#%!0+'%%#*&&*!%),%!
&'!(+#1!|!G-f*&!J+#0'+$'&!%,11)+0'!/#&!&-*++38'+%*>&'7!*&!#;;,'*&&'D
+#*0!8)&)$0*'+%!,$!(3/'$0*B!Q#*%!*&!Y!#!&-)+'*&&'7!1&,%!(*J!!;*&'!9!
3.#+'+!d! ;-'%0! '&&'! 2,*! ;)$%0#0'! 2,'! &'! (3J,$0! '%0! +'$0+3! (#$%! &'!
%*&'$;'7!('8'$,!*$;#1#>&'!('!0),0'!1#+)&'7!0+#$%J)+/3!'$!%)$!8*D
%#.'!!!.37!%)$!*/#.'7!%)$!/#%2,'!/)+0,#*+'B!\)/>*'$!(-*/#.'%!

E5B! GB! SRUiRURhT7! 7*+(
,'0)*+(9$,('*62*62=(r,+2",&*(
/$(:,+$*%(0$(ss*(+,Q1%*7!O#+*%7!
4555B

EEB! K+B! <bcOKGTS7!
K0&,102$&*&(@,*$(k(!"$:",&+(
*2(/06)*&+(/*(%?,'0)*7!O#+*%7!
455rB!!
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1+)8*'$$'$0! ('! &-#+0! J,$3+#*+'!|! \)/>*'$! (-*$%0#$0#$3%! 1=)0)D
.+#1=*2,'%!%)$0!('%!%),8'$*+%!1*',I!'$!1,*%%#$;'!|!L*&50(!($062N(
,'0)"('06*27!&-)11)%*0*)$!1',0!%-'$0'$(+'!$)$!0#$0!;)//'!;'&&'!
(,!J,.*0*J!#,!1'+/#$'$07!/#*%!(,!"!,I!8*0#&!9!&#!!!I*03!/)+0,#*+'B!
R$!/P/'! 0'/1%7! &-*/#.'7!2,*!'%0!;)/1)%*0*)$7!'%0! +*1)%0'!9! &#!
(3;)/1)%*0*)$B!Q#*%!'&&'!$'!1',0!1#%!+'()$$'+!8)*I!#,I!/)+0%B

 6. Une suprématie de l’image 
en matière de persuasion ?

G#! +=30)+*2,'! ;&#%%*2,'! J),+$*0! %'%! 2,#+0*'+%! ('! $)>&'%%'!
9! ,$'! ;)/1#+#*%)$! (3J#8)+#>&'! 9! &#! 1#+)&'!d! x!;'! 2,-)$! %H/'!
1#+! &-)+'*&&'!#.*0!>'#,;),1!1&,%! &'$0'/'$0!%,+! &'%!`/'%!2,'!;'!
2,'!&-)$!1&#;'!%),%!&'%!Y',I!('%!!!(H&'%!yE4B!h*$%*!()$;7!&-*/#.'!
&-'/1)+0'+#*0!%,+! &#!1#+)&'!'$! *$0'$%*03! ?),!+#1*(*03!('!13$30+#D
0*)$F!'0!'$!2,#$0*03!?'&&'!#.*0!%,+!x!,$'!*$!!$*03!('!1'+%)$$'%!yFB!
\'0!#+.,/'$0!('!1)H0'!?),!('!%)1=*%0'F!#!0+),83!,$!&#+.'!3;=)!
1#+/*!&'%!=)//'%!('!1),8)*+7!';;&3%*#%0*2,'%!'0!1)&*0*2,'%!?&'%!
/*&*0#*+'%7!;,+*',%'/'$07!'$!+'%0'$0!#,!;)//#$('/'$0!8'+>#&FB!
c',&%!('%!=)//'%!1+3);;,13%!('!+'$('/'$07!JÄ0D;'!#,!$)/!(,!
1&,%!=#,0!%'+8*;'7!1',8'$0!#()10'+!,$!0'&!1)*$0!('!8,'7!;'&,*!('!
&-'J!!;#;*03!(,!8*%*>&'7!+31,03'!0'&&'/'$0!1&,%!.+#$('!2,'!;'&&'!('!
&-#,(*>&'B

G#!03$#;*03!#8';!&#2,'&&'!&-R.&*%'7!('1,*%!&'!:i'!%*H;&'7!'$D
0'$(!0'$*+!%#!1&#;'!(#$%!&#!1+)(,;0*)$!'0!&#!;*+;,&#0*)$!('%!*/#D
.'%7!N,%2,-9!;'&&'%!('!&-#+0!(-#8#$0D.#+('7!'%0!#JJ#*+'!('!1),8)*+!
#,0#$0!2,'!('!%)&&*;*0,('!1#%0)+#&'!'0!('!13(#.).*'!('!/#%%'EAB!
"'!&-3&).'!#11,Y3!('!&-'J!!;#;*03!('%!*/#.'%!+*%2,'!('!(3;),&'+!
,$'!/)*$(+'!'%0*/'!('!&#!1#+)&'7!('!&#!&';0,+'!'0!('!&-3;),0'!('%!
/)0%B!O#+/*!&'%!x!;=#+.3%!('!;)//,$*;#0*)$!y7! &-=)//'!('!&#!
1#+)&'7!&'!%*/1&'!;)$J3+'$;*'+!),!1+3(*;#0',+!2,*!$'!;)/10'!2,'!
%,+! %'%!/)0%7! J#*0! 1#+J)*%!!!.,+'! (-#;0',+! (31#%%3! '0! ('! 8#*$;,!
(-#8#$;'7!/P/'!2,#$(!%'%!/)0%!%)$0!1)$;3%7!3+,(*0%7! %*$;H+'%!
'0!130*&&#$0%!(-'%1+*0B!G'!&#$.#.'!(-*/#.'!'%0!(3%)+/#*%!;+3(*03!
(-,$'! ;#1#;*03! *$3.#&#>&'! (-'I1+'%%*)$! '0! ('! 0+#$%/*%%*)$! ('%!
;)$8*;0*)$%! ;+)Y#$0'%B!h,!"(/*+( *B(0$/,2$( ?U/!E57!E6F! %'/>&'!
#8)*+!%,;;3(3!,$!+3.*/'!('!;)//,$*;#0*)$!2,*!1)%0,&'!1&,0X0!d!
"(/*+(*B(:,+$B!Q#*%!%-#.*0D*&!'$;)+'!('!"(/*+7!(#$%!;'%!;)$(*0*)$%!|!
i)*+!V#1&'%!'0!/),+*+!|!h%%*%0'+!#,I!]Q]!'0!;+)*+'!|!G'!+#&&*'/'$0!

E4B! J*)6,$+( ,&&,2062( 06,E
'"+( /*',++0( #*&( 0$&*'u(
G$0'(9$0*( +$62( "1$%,+( +$5E
i*120( "(/*%,5$+! ?g)+#;'7! C/(
!,+"6*+F!j!8)*+!iB!SUTQRG7!
@24K7!i::ÖE7!EC447!;)&B!o55!j!
%,+! &'! %,;;H%! ('! ;'! 0)1)%!
(#$%! &'%!@*( X'0),6,5$+7! K+B!
<bcOKGTS7! @,*$( /06+(
%?0&27!O#+*%7!ECoq7!1B!4rAD4ro!
?4rrFB

EAB! QBD]B! Q^V"nh:V7!
X'0)*N( ,1g6*N( .1"6"',*=(
7*+( +"$&1*+( 5P\062,6*+( /*(
%?,'0),60,&*( 1"62*'#"&0,67!
O#+*%7! ECCr7! %1B! 1B! EoC! %B! ?x!
R%1#;'! *;)$*2,'! '0! 0'++*0)*+'!
9!.),8'+$'+!yF!j!UB!"R<Uhw7!
7?O202(+./$12*$&=(7*+(&.:"%$E
2,"6+('./,"%"),9$*+(/$(#"$E
:",&7! O#+*%7! ECCA7! #0++,'! '0!
1B!E4!d!x!k,*;)$2,'!0+#$%/'0!
('%!%*.$'%!%'!/P&'!('!.),8'+D
$'+!j! 2,*;)$2,'! .),8'+$'! %'!
/P&'!('!0+#$%/*%%*)$%!yB!!
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%),%!=Y1$)%'7!'%0D;'!'$;)+'!,$'!(3/#+;='!('!J)*!|!:&!'%0!8+#*!2,'!
1#+0*;*1'+!'%0!1&,%!2,-#%%*%0'+[

:&!#++*8'!2,'!&#!.,'++'!3;)$)/*2,'7!(#$%!&'%!%);*303%!/)D
('+$'%7!%0*/,&'!&'!8'+>'!d!$),%!%)$.')$%!9!&#!J)+/,&'!&#1*(#*+'!
2,'!;=3+*0!&#!1,>&*;*03!'0!#,!N',!('!/)0%!2,*!'%0!&#!&)*!('!0#$0!('!
.+)%!0*0+'%!('%!,$'%!(#$%!&#!1+'%%'B!Q#*%!'&&'!'$0+#Z$'!&'!1&,%!%),D
8'$0! ,$'!=Y1'+D8#&)+*%#0*)$!('! &-*/#.'!(,! 0Y1'! ;),1D('D1)*$.!
(#$%!&-'%0)/#;!?+=30)+*2,'7!;'00'!J)*%F!'0!,$!(3%'$;=#$0'/'$0!9!
&-3.#+(! (,! (*%;),+%! #+0*;,&37! ('! &#! 1#+)&'D%#$%D*/#.'! #8#$a#$0!
8#*&&'!2,'!8#*&&'!#,!+Y0=/'!('!&#!1'$%3'7!#8';!%'%!;)/1&'I*03%7!
$,#$;'%!'0!=3%*0#0*)$%B!U*'$!$'!8#,07!;+)*0D)$7!&'!x!;=);!('%!1=)D
0)%!y!?O#+*%DQ#0;=FB!^,>&*37!&'!1)*(%!('%!/)0%B!G'%!/#.*;*'$%!('!
&#!1#+)&'!?Q*;='&!c'++'%F7!2,*!%#8'$0!'$!J#*+'!,$!+3.#&7!,$'!%)+0'!
('!>#&&'0!8)*+'!('!;#+'%%'!%3/#$0*2,'7!%'!J)$0!+#+'%B!O+)&*JH+'$0!
&'%!(*%;),+%!x!%';%!y!'0!&#!&#$.,'!('!>)*%7!2,*!&#%%'$0!8*0'B

\'&#! #D0D*&! '$;)+'! (,! %'$%7! 1),+! ,$! #,0',+7! ('! 1)&*+! ('%!
/)0%!1),+!;)//'$0'+!('%!f,8+'%!(-#+07!#&)+%!2,'!>*'$!('%!3(*D
0',+%!%)$0!;)$8#*$;,%7!$)$!%#$%! +#*%)$7!2,'! &'%! &*8+'%!(-#+07!'$!
>)$%!1"88**(205%*(5""l+7!%)$0!#;='03%!(-#>)+(!1),+!&',+%!+'1+)D
(,;0*)$%7!2,'&!2,'!%)*0!&'!0'I0'!'$!+'.#+(!|!\'&#!#D0D*&!'$;)+'!(,!
%'$%7!&)+%2,-)$!'%0!1+3(*;#0',+7!('!1#%%'+!,$'!N),+$3'!8)*+'!1&,%!
9!!!.$)&'+!&'%!(',I!J',*&&'0%!('!%)$!=)/3&*'!('!(*I!/*$,0'%!|!T$!
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9. La télévision et « les images catholiques »
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10. Parler les images ?
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Conclusion
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9!%-'$!1#%%'+B!Q#*%!*&!&,*!'%0!>)$!(-#8)*+!#,1+H%!(-'&&'!%#!%';)$('!

Les œuvres attendent d’être par-
lées, commentées, interprétées, 
chantées, dansées.
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